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An Interview in Which Miss De the Charming Teacher Outl-

ines
¬

Her for the Future and of Students

Will a Position in the Field of Illustrating Excellent

Opportunity Here for Illustrators

all speculation that deals with Wash-
ington

¬

IN as a future art centre a fac-

tor
¬

which must be reckoned with has
made its appearance in the form of a

class of illustrations at the Corcoran Art
Echool It is young a mere infant of
two months but it is a healthy infant
a growing infant and already gaining rec-

ognition
¬

The recognition too is of a material
nature Already some of these enthusi-
astic

¬

young illustrators there are about
fifty of them are selling their drawings
A few are decorating college annuals
others are doing poster work and get ¬

ting paid for it perhaps that is one
reason why so many students have taken
up the work in such a short length of
time

Art Long and Life Short
There is nothing that brings home the

force of the old saying anent art being
long and life short to a young artist quite
to much as the reflection that even if
he does accomplish something really good
he has either to keep it until he has
crown grey or turn It into a Christmas
present for some friend Art for arts

Jury of selection for the coming

THE of the Capital Camera
will consist of It N Brooke

H Hobart Nichols Max Weyl J
H Moser Mrs It C Child Miss Juliet
Thompson and Miss Mathllde Mueden

The chairman of the jury Mr It N
Brooke is the president of the Society
of Washington Artists The other mem-

bers
¬

of the Jury are well known to all
and the approval of such a Jury will leave
no doubt concerning the merits of such
pictures as they may select

The wisdom of the exhibition committee
of the Capital Camera Club in permitting

perhaps are aware that
automobile considered in

of a vehicle containing
within Itself powers of locomotion

of which there is authentic account
was a self moving shrine of Bacchus

This was the invention of Heron of
Alexandria who describes it in bis work
on automatic mechanism The shrine in
question was mounted upon two support-
ing

¬

and two driving wheels On the axle
of the driving wheels was a drum about
which was wound a rope which passed
upward through space on one side ot
the shrine over pulleys and was fastened
to ring of a ponderous lead weight
which rested upon a quantity of dry fine
sand The escape of this sand through
A small hole in the middle of the floor of

sake is all right unless one has the
reputation high ideals even when ¬

bined with good work will not keep
pot a boiling People of wealth who
have money to spend for portraits of
their ancestors and life usually en-

gage
¬

someone whose leputation is already
established to do work In mean ¬

time SO out of every 100 students be ¬

come wearied of worrying along telling
themselves that their work Is just as
good and that they are bound to be
recognized after a while The girls get
married and live happy forevermore
painting cherubim ou chinaware or cellu-

loid
¬

and decorating fancy Are screens
while young take up something
more remunerative though less congenial
and try to forget past The hun-

dredth
¬

student may make his mark
The worst feature of it all Is that a

great many of those who give up might
do something really good if they had the
proper sort of encouragement at the right
time There Is a steadily increasing de-

mand
¬

for good illustrations Publishing
houses throughout the country need
them magazines and newspapers use
them and business firms who realize the

INTERESTING CHAT WASHINGTON CAMERA CIRCLES
exhibitors to submit untrained prints to
the Jury of selection will be heartily
endorsed by all who have had exhibition
experience and the suggestion to submit
a large number for the coming exhibition
ought to bring forth an abun lance of
prints from which the Jury can select
best

The expense of the framing of exhibi ¬

tion pictures is by no means a small mat-

ter
¬

and by having the prints selected be-

fore
¬

framing the expense for furnishing
frames for pictures which do not pass the
Jury will be avoided

In addition to this such a plan will af- -

Automobile a Shrine of Bacchus
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the compartment containing It allowed
the lead weight gradually to descend and
by pulling upon the cord caused the shrine
to move slowly forward in a straight line

Heron describes the method of arrang ¬

ing and proportioning the wheels in case
it was desired that the shrine move in a
circular path Ho also shows how the
shrine can bo constructed to move in
straight lines at right angles to each
other

Ofllciais of the Patent Office overlooked
the device of Heron when they granted
patents on slot machines notwithstand ¬

ing that previously Thomas Eubank
Commissioner of Patents in 1830 illus-
trated

¬

and described Herons invention
The mechanism of tho latter Is almost
Identical with that in tho modern device
and simply serves as another proof of the
saying There is nothing new under the
sun
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value of artistic advertising demand
them Remington Gibson and Christy
cannot Illustrate all the books Daven-
port

¬

and Dalrymple cannot draw all the
cartoons and a healthy demand for good
posters Is gradually on the Increase

Good Field jn Vashington
In Washington there is an

field for illustrators It Is to be hoped
that no one who reads the foregoing will
infer that the class at the Corcoran is
working solely with an eye to the pocket
bcok This would be untrue The stu ¬

dents find much Joy In their work and
perhaps no one takes greater Interest in
it than the instructor Miss Eugenia de
Land

This clever young woman organized the
class and teaches it for the sake of art
rather than money Hiss de Land was
a pupil of Howard Pyle at the Drcxel In-

stitute
¬

in Philadelphia She has illus-
trated

¬

a number of books and stories be ¬

sides doing a great deal of newspaper
work and the publishers are continually
asking for more She feals however that
she has found her vocation She is very
much in earnest and the Washington

IN
ford the Jury of selection an opportunity
to offer valuable suggestions concerning
the best manner of framing the selected
prints and such suggestions will be of
great advantage in making tKc whole ex ¬

hibition more harmonious than tho fram-
ing

¬

would otherwise be if left to iadivld
uals to select their own methods or trust
to those who have gi7cn the framing of
exhibition pictures but little attention

It will not bo contended for a moment
that the frame is of more importance than
tho picture but that many a fine picture
is handicapped by Inappropriate framing
no one who has studied the subject will
attempt to deny

As the pictures are to be submitted on
or before April 5 a month before the
opening of the exhibition theie will be
ample time before tho opening of the ex-

hibition
¬

to carry out in a proper manner
the suggestions ot the Jury of selection
on the Important question of suitable
framing

Somes of the members of the Camera
Club have lmpro cd the opportunity af-

forded

¬

by the recent fall of snow in mak-
ing

¬

snow pictures This branch of pho-

tography
¬

has never been popular with our
local camera workers This Is probably
duo to the fact that the snow is so often
here today and gono tomorrow that a
careful study of the most favorable con-

ditions
¬

and the opportunity to continue
tho work until errors can bo avoided Is
not possible in this latitude

In moro northern latitudes where the

School of Art when it Anally arrives
will owe much to her

We are dbirig practical illustrating
from the very beginning said Miss de
Land to the representative of The Times

The class has started on still life
studies I want the students to become
perfectly familiar with the technique be-

fore
¬

they attempt likenesses After a
while of course wc will branch out and
do all sorts of Illustrating

Three Classes
I have a st ill life class a portrait class

and one in composition t The Iattr is
choosing its own subjects and working
them out the object being to foster In ¬

dividuality Prof Andrews gives them a
criticism every Monday morning When
the class becomes more advanced we shall
take some book and illustrate it You
see my Idea Is to do practical work as
soon as possible

Miss de Land does not muu inartistic
work when she says practical a truth
which is immediately apparent from the
accompanying drawings by members of
her class

I suppose said Miss do Land regard

snow remains for weeks and sometimes
for months successful and notable snow

pictures are not Infrequent
Following the blizzard of 1S0D very

tempting cash prizes were offered by a
well known business man of this city
for the best records of the blizzard period

and considerable prominence was given

to the proposition but owing lo tho small
number ot pictures submitted to tho
judges it was decided to abandon the
offer as the pictures sutSmittfd utterly
failed to furnish an adequate idea of that
period when Washington was so com- -

pletely snow bound and the dangers ot
a coal famine were imminent

Those who have seen Home Sweet

Home by Kudclph Eikemcycr jr and
a Winter Idyl by It H Schouler are
deeply impressed with the pictorial pos ¬

sibilities of snjw photography in each
ot these pictures there is shown most
artistic treatment of largo masses of
snow in the foreground so represented
that there is a feeling of real snow and

real winter Thcso arc pictures which

bring to mind morq forcibly than it would

be possible to picture by any word paint-

ing

¬

the dreariness and isolation produced

In the North country when the roads are
so blocked by snowdrifts that a passing
team Is a rarity and zero weather con-

tinues

¬

for days at a time

I hope that every owner of a camera
will visit the exhibit of the Park Com-

mission
¬

at the Ilemlcycie of tha Cor-

coran
¬

Gallery and examlno tie pholo- -

ing her interviewer as If she were won-
dering

¬

whether he would really under-
stand

¬

things if she did take the trouble
of explaining I suppose you expected
to find us doing fancy heads and kindred
work

Her interviewer admitted that he had
I told you we were starting at the be-

ginning
¬

she said I want them to keep
busy in the study of textures for a while
yet The rest will come later

My mothod I dont know that I have
any particular method I am simply
striving lo teach them the things that Mr
Pyle taught me At the same time I an
not an advocate of too much teaching I
think the best plan is to let each one go
ahead and work out his own ideas in his
own way I am merely on hand to alford
assistance when some one requires it

The next step will be a class in facial
construction Later when th pupils are
more advanced we will take up wash
drawings in short we purpose going in
for every branch of illustration and de-

sign
¬

There is absolutely no tuition fee
Any member of the school who buys the
necessary materials may come free of
charge t

grppkic enlargements that form so large
a portion of the explanation of the means
to be adopted in making our Capital City

the most beautiful city in the world
These enlargements over 100 in num

ber are not exhibited as specimens of
pictorial or of technical photography
and those who expect to find them ex-

amples
¬

of skill In either of these direc ¬

tions must of necessity have a feeling
of disappointment

As records of beautiful avenues his-

toric
¬

fountains imposing architecture
and interesting bits from the streets
parks and wharves of the prominent
Old World cities they furnish an in ¬

structive object lesson of the utility of
plutography in assisting us to under ¬

stand what Washington may be when tho

best contained in foreign cities is a part
of our own

No one can fail to be Impressed with
the magnitude of the Washington of tho
future and with the labor Involved In the
development of tho scheme so forcibly
presented

In the photographic work of that emi-

nent
¬

German photographer Hcinrlch
Kuhn who lias sounded a new key in the
range ot artistic expression through the
medium of the camera there is anvple

ground for the adherents or the fuzzy

school and those who believe in extreme
sharpness in photographic work to find

much to admire
Mr Kuhn evidently belongs to a school

of his own in which he combines the best
of the advantages claimed by the par- -

I think there is a field for illustrators
in Washington A steady demand exists
for the sort of things wo are learning to
do You can say what you please lut
there is nothing that encourages one in
ones work quite so much as the belief
that one will get some substantial return
for it

Individual Instruction
In both classes Individual instruction

is given I try to manage things in such
a manner that the students may secure
Instruction in any branch ot their work
at any time No one is pushed ahead or
held back on account of the general
status of the class Each pupil is pi iced
upon his own responsibility and is expect-
ed

¬

to work out his own improvement as
the ultimate result depends in a great
measure upon himself

The temptation to prophesy is always
a great one I dont caro to fill into that
error but I am satisfied that I Lave
three or four pupils who will be very dis
tinctly heard from in the future

There is an atmosphere of energetic en-

thusiasm
¬

about both teacher and pupils
that augurs well for the success of the

tlsans of the other schools His pub
lished work shows an intimate knowiedgo
ofthe technical side of the photographic
science combined with tho knowledge of
the art of the painter in the portrayal ot
tone values

In portrait work Mr Kuhn shows a
strong grasp of the Ideal side ot por-

traiture
¬

His portraits make you feel
that his models are creatures of life un
trarameled by the conventionalities of tho
studio or overshadowed by the immature
judgment of the man behind the camera
To this is added a clear conception of the
proper value of flesh tones and the sub- -

Largest Cage America

in additiou to its
WASHINGTON possesses

bird cage in the
United States perhaps in the

world It is 110 by 220 feet ground di-

mensions
¬

and 130 feet high and is lo-

cated
¬

in the very heart of the city at
the busiest point in a busy section It
is in fact the court of the Postofflco
building and at times it is tilled with
sparrows their twittering filling the air
and lending a strange incongruity to tho
otherwise solemn surroundings of the
great building The birds enter tho glass
covered court through the ventilating
lilats at the north and south end3 near the
peak of the roof and only by accident
do they find their way again to tho open
air At times there are scores of them
flying about within tho enclosure then a
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class It is no temporary fad with these
young artists They workwith the seri-
ous earnestness that some day is bound
to bring appreciable results

That Miss de Land will materially as-

sist
¬

in these results is immediately pat-

ent
¬

to one who has had the opportunity cf
examining her work and upon whom the
charm of her personality has fallen

ordinatlon ot unimportant accessories or
costumes

In landscapes there is shown a subtile
sense of the painters art The fore-

grounds
¬

are not full of unimportant de-

tails
¬

there is no labored effort to pre-

sent
¬

all of the details of foliage but all
these parts of the picture are represented
so skillfully by masses of light and shade
that there is no danger of misinterpreta ¬

tion of the feeling ot the artist nor is the
mind left to speculate over unimportant
matters

The Bird in All

few disappear and others enter Over tho
mail room on the ground floor there Is a
Hat glass covered roof partitioned oft
with planks and on these latter are ar¬

ranged many palms from the Botanic
Gardens Among these the birds disport
themselves as in tropical freedom and
were food supplied them there is small
doubt that they would engage to remain
Indefinitely in such comfortable quarters
for after the first fright at seeming cap-
ture

¬

of a now bird the little creaturei
seem to ndapt themselves happily to their
new quarters and only when the pang3
of hunger attnek them do they make anv
attempt to find their way again to tha
open Visitors watching them are at a
loss to determine how they enter the
court for the slats are so high and so
small in proportion to the immensity ot
the court that they are difficult to ob¬

serve


